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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 217964 

FOLLOWING REPEAT THE HAGUE 4664, ACTION SECSTATE INFO BRUSSELS 
BONN LONDON PARIS VIENNA 22 AUG: 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 4664 

VIENNA FOR USIAEA, BRUSSELS ALSO FOR USEEC 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MNUC PARM ENRG NL 

SUBJECT: CONVENTION ON PHYSICAL PROTECTION OF NUCLEAR MATERIALS 

REF: STATE 203582 

1 . WE DISCUSSED THE POINTS IN REFTEL REGARDING THE 
DOMESTIC APPLICATION OF A CONVENTION ON PHYSICAL PRO- 
TECTION OF NUCLEAR MATERIALS AND THE PROVISIONS OF SUCH A 
CONVENTION REGARDING MILITARY PURPOSE NUCLEAR MATERIAL 
WITH BRANDS OF THE MFA SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION OFFICE 

AND BLOEMBERGER OF THE MFA LEGAL ADVISORS OFFICE. THEY SAID 
THE NETHERLANDS POSITION IS STILL OPEN REGARDING THE 
SEPTEMBER 4-8 MEETING, AND A DISCUSSION IS SCHEDULED FOR 
AUGUST 29 TO DETERMINE THE FINAL INSTRUCTIONS TO THE 
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DUTCH DELEGATION. THEY NOTED THAT THE AUSTRALIAN 
EMBASSY HAD MADE A DEMARCHE SIMILAR TO OURS LAST WEEK. 

2. IN GENERAL, THE NETHERLANDS AGREES THAT INTERNATIONAL 
TRANSPORT OF NUCLEAR MATERIAL IS A VERY IMPORTANT ISSUE 
AND THAT AGREEMENT SHOULD BE REACHED ON THAT SUBJECT 
EVEN IF CONSENSUS IS NOT POSSIBLE ON OTHER POINTS. 
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HOWEVER, IF ARTICLE 3 ON DOMESTIC APPLICATION IS DROPPED, 
SEVERAL QUESTIONS ARISE REGARDING THE EFFECT OF ITS 
DELETION ON THE REST OF THE CONVENTION. FOR EXAMPLE, IF 
ARTICLE 3 IS DROPPED, WILL THE SCOPE OF CRIMINAL 
PROVISIONS BE LIMITED TO CRIMES PERPTRATED ONLY DURING 
TRANSPORT? THE GON WOULD FAVOR AS TOTAL COVERAGE AS 
POSSIBLE IN THE CRIMINAL PROVISIONS AND FEARS THAT 
ELIMINATING ARTICLE 3 WOULD STRENGTHEN THE HAND OF THOSE 
WHO ADVOCATE A NARROW SCOPE FOR THE CONVENTION. 

3. THE NETHERLANDS ALSO AGREES IN GENERAL WITH THE 
US POSITION ON THE COVERAGE OF MILITARY PURPOSE 
NUCLEAR MATERIAL BUT SEES SOME DIFFICULT QUESTIONS 
REGARDING DEFINITION, E.G., WHEN WOULD PROVISIONS OF THE 
CONVENTION CEASE TO APPLY TO A SHIPMENT BECAUSE IT IS 
A MILITARY TRANSPORT AND THEREFORE OUTSIDE THE SCOPE OF THE 
CONVENTION IF ARTICLE 2 IS ELIMINATED? 


3. BRANDS AND BLOEMBERGER ASKED TO BE FURNISHED WITH THE 
ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC QUESTIONS IF POSSIBLE PRIOR 
TO THEIR AUGUST 29 MEETING TO ASSIST THEM IN THE FORMULATION 
OF THE FINAL DUTCH POSITION: IF ARTICLE 3 IS DROPPED, 

COULD THE US DELEGATION AGREE THAT THE CRIMINAL 
PROVISIONS OF THE CONVENTION WOULD REMAIN UNCHANGED? IF 
ARTICLE 2 IS DROPPED, HOW WOULD THE US PROPOSE TO 
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DEFINE MILITARY PURPOSE NUCLEAR MATERIAL IN ORDER TO COVER 
MILITARY TRANSPORT IN A WAY THAT WOULD BE SATIS- 
FACTORY TO US INTERESTS? JOSEPH UNQUOTE. CHRISTOPHER 
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